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MOST CRVELL 
AND BLOODY MVR. 
[- 'ther. committed by an Inkeepers 


Wife, called Annis Dell, and - f 


1 


her Sonne George Dell, e 
Foure n 1 ce. R's 


On the bodie of a Childe, called 
\ IOW y James in 2. Hatfeld i in 


the Countie of Hartford, and now moſt miraculouſſy 
reucaled by theSiflerofthelaid Anthony, who at the 
2 m n tongue cut out, and 
LS Fear yeeres remayned dumme and Heechleſſe, 
5 and nom perfetty ſpeaketh, reuca- 

+ OP 7: ling the Marther, hauing 

8 no tango to beſeen, 


"$4 Wich the ſeuerall Wich enz $'OY 

und moſt damnable practiſes of one Johan Harriſon 1 

" and her Daughter vpon ſeuerall perſons, men 1 
12 and ma mem at Royſton, who were all execu- 


ted ar Hartford the 4 of _Auguſt 5 
. paſt. 1608. Bp 


Bhs * aX.D 0 * 
d for Willie Firebrand and Jahn l riabt, 

adarerc 0 beſoldarChiſt Church 
_ 1 dore. 1 696, . | 
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THE MOST CRVELL 
and bloody Murther of An- 
thony Iames in Hatfield 
in Hartford-ſhire. 


= Erodotus wꝛiteth of Seſoſtris a King of the 
9 10 Egiptians, that be l. carried in a Charts 
et dzawne with foure Kings, whom he 
| #1 befo:e had conquered , when one of the 
$11 foure,caſting his eyes behinde him,loked 
often vpon the wheles of the Chartof; 
which Seſoſtris earneftly nofing, at laſt 
demaunded of him what he meant by loking backe ſo ol⸗ 
ten, who replied, J ſe that thoſe things which were higheff 
in the wheles become loweſt, and the loweſt as ſone be- 
come higheſt, cogno de mutatione fortunæ, J thinke vpon 
the inconſtancie ofthings. Seſoſtris hereupon as in aglaſſe 
beholding himſelfe, wared moze milde, and delinered the 
impꝛiſoned Kings from that flauerie. 
This Piſtozie then ſo linely erp2eſſing the moꝛtalitie of 
mans life, thet to the higheft belongs a graue, alone as to 
the loweſt, and that man himſelfe is a witneſſe to himſelfe, 
how vncertaine are his dates, (inte ſinne hath ſpzead it 
ſelfe like a leap2oſie over all fleſh, and iniquitie hath gotten 
the vpper hand) that a Spider is able to choake vs, ahaire 
to ſtiſle vs, and a tile falling on our heads to extinguich vs, 
; _ that moment when we leaſt ſuſpect ſo ſudden Cala⸗ 
mities. 
Our lite then is ſo momentarie, that in that minute os 
— maker, in that minute we 
ary 
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are bzcathledls *Hoatoany” ſtech, envolned that hea⸗ 
nenly teaſon whlch 'God hath edict vj and ns 
gels, ſa fect his vncertaintie, as fo2 a little gold which 
- but the dzegs of the earth, foz vanitie, (the pleatures ot 
wq:ly) oz 050 021d it ſelfe which its an Yypoerite, 
anfe it hath e appatante dffodiieſſe, and within 
is full of fp2rup — —— vanifie, which is butlile to revs, 
that when they hot out firſt in the ſpzing of the verre, doe 
with their freſh green colour delight the eye koꝛ a pohile, but 
if we bꝛeak them and loke within them, we finde nothing 
but emptineſle and hollownelle, fozget his maker and the 
dignitie of his creation, who made him like to himſelfe, to 
his owne Image and likeneſſe, to the intent, that as all os 
ther creatures of their owne pꝛoper natures dee loue their 
like, ſo ſhould man ſet his affection on God alone, where 
contrarilp, de being the hand ofheauen, made fog vertuous 
diſpolitions, conducts himſelfe to vitious actions, wheres 
by it fotlowes certainely , that men in their lines are like 
childzen, who moze delight of a hozſe made of redes, and 
babes fozmed of cloſptes, thar. in the thinges themſelues, 
foman giues moe honoꝛ tothe ſhadoine, than tathe truth. 
and indeede (as in this whole courſe), but like hirds „who 
gredily flye to pecke vp the coꝛne till they be Aas the 
ginne: oz like fiches, who carneſtly ſwimme to catch the 
baite, though ther be choakt with the hoe: ſo doe many, 
how indirealg ſocuer, hunt after e they delace, their 
bodies he the (aw,andcondenne their ae p their inne, 
benen be (his lowing ee 9. 7 5 
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labvur did ſtriue to pꝛocure it abzoad; fo that the pꝛoui⸗ 
dence of the one, and the care of the other, mirt ſuch a mu⸗ 
tuall content betwenn them, that they lined like Abraham 
and Sara, he louing to-her, ſhe obedient to him. 

In pꝛoceſſe of time this couple growing wealthy by 

their labour, pzwoued to be as happie by their pſſue, foz it 
it pleaſed God to enrich them with two childzen, a Bop, 
and a Girle,that the wiſhes of the Fathermightbe as wel 
ſatis fled, as the deſire of the Pother, and both contented in 
ſo comfo2table a bleſſing. 
The Mother being ( as women vſe fo ſap) ſtoꝛed firſt with 
a Daughter, and called it by her owne name Elizabeth 
Iames, ſo that when time bzought the Father as happic res 
iopcing of a Donne, hee chziſlened it by his owne name 
Anthony Iames, In the education and bzinging vp of 
theſe two Childzen, there was a pꝛetty louing contention 
betwene the Godman and the Mile, which of the two 
ſhould pzoue mo happie to "he Parents delight, whoſe 
loue inda de was alike fo them both. So that time paſſing 
away in that comfoꝛtable ſtrife betweene this loving tou⸗ 
ple, the Daughter had attayned to the age of Eight pieres, 
and the Doane to Seuen, in which pallage the mother ha⸗ 
uing no other pace, was then with childe with the third, 
and the better halie of her time dar carrizd fo happie abur- 
then. 

About that ſe aſon of the ptere a Faire happened i in Eden, 
to which the Seruarts they then kept, ſome foz pleaſure, 
the reſt about neceſſarie huſineſſe were ſent, ſo that the ho- 
neſt Yeoman with his wife and childzen were oncly left 
at home, when miſchicfelike a b:amble that takes hold on 
whatſoeperittouches,:caught> this oecaſion, and waought 
in the, mindes of Pine A ganynat call them men; butdit- 
laines, and another not-a waman, but a beaſt tomrke a 
pꝛep ot theſe harmelelie fonte, and [their inereaſt pefſcfli- 
ons: but as 772 e/t prmmm u intea ans, 
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intent made haſt to the execution thereof, and ſo ſone had 
attained to this wealthy Yeomans houſe, where finding 
little oz no reſiſtance, they firſt baund the man and the 
woman, and giuing the two childzen to two of their aſſo- 
tiats to hould, the reſt fell to ranſacke, where not conten⸗ 
ting themſelaes with thaf ſtoze of riches they found, as 
Golo, Siluer, Plate, Rings, and other wealth, bauing 
made vp their packe, they conſulted with themſelues foz 
their farther ſecurity, to make ſpople of the owners. It 
was not long in queſtion ere this helliſh Jury had giuen 
bp as damnable a verdict, fo: ( ſuſpition alwaies haunting a 
guiltie mind,) they determined with themſeules they tould 
not bee ſafe from purſute, from attachment, nay from 
Ghamefvll death, which they wozthily deſerved, without 
the laughter of the father and the mother, which they pꝛe⸗ 


ſently reſolued vpon, and then two of them ſtepping to the „ 


man, where he lay bound vpn the ground, with their dag⸗ 
gers ſtobbed him in the body: who ere his ſpeach left him, 
vp his epes, beg d only this of them take my ttches, 
I tar d foz them to bzing vp my poſterity, but now they 
are yours, J gine them vou freely: then pitty my wife, bee 
mercifyllto my childꝛen. Theſe his laſt woꝛds ſmed to 
beget ſome remo2ſe(ſeldome ſtene) in the men which were 
murtherers, which the moze than monſtrous woman per⸗ 
teiuing (as ina rage thereat)ſtept to his wife,and celling 
to him with theſe wozde;Walkeft thou of pittie quoth ſhee, 
il thy eyes haue pet left ſo much fight to be wifnes how ile 
be pittifull? behould how Ile perfozme thy peticion. o 
dzawing out her knife, (O ac to terrible to repozt, but 
the moſt damnableſt that euer was heard ol, executed by a 
woman) che ript her vp the belly, making herfſelfe a tragi- 
call mid wile, oz truly amurthereffe,that bought an aboz- 
tine babe to the wozld, and murthered the mother. 
The god woman hauing not leaue to cry, and hör hus- 
hr rem rat dane oe 
epxes ont to ano:yer,and k ſaid, 
butfilent; Fareweltener. e 4 
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of Anthony lames. 
his tragicall ſpectacle enfozced all the reſt partahers in 
the robbery, and aco2s in the murther to remozce, nap e⸗ 
uen to a repentance; that done, this hozrible anion had a 
beginning: but ſinne alwates ſecking ſecurely to ſhzowd 
it ſelie in, they began now to queſtton of their ſafely, and 
(as villaines are euer one affraid and in diſtruſt of ano- 
ther) they conclude now to ſhare their purchaſe, and cuery 
Knaue to ſhift foz himſelfe, - -- 

Some v2ged let vs firſt kill the childzen,as we hauc done 
their parents, others and the greater part glutted with the 
pꝛeſent obiec, and euen aſhamed of themſelnes and their 
ſinkull actions, not onelp denped, but confidently reſolued 
they would be no further guilty in the blod cf Innotents. 
Jn bꝛiefe they agreed euerie party to haue an equall poztt- 
on of this ill purchaſed boty, which ſone ſhared amongeſt 
them, and as it appeared, hauing moze than they could tell 
* What to doe withall, they gaue the remaine fo th:& of their 
Conſozts, of which the woman was one to connep away 
the childzen from thence, and beſtowe them in what place 
ſocuer, while they would giue their Parents buriall. 

This was as ſone done as talkt of, ſeuen of them caricd 
the dead couple from the houſe to a wad nere adioyning. 
and there buried them, and the other th2& are gone to tra⸗ 
uell with the childzen. 

- Theſe Ponfers thus diuided, whether of a determinate 
befozeof ancient acquaintance, oz dzawne by what means 
ſoeuer, it yet reſts vnd iſcouered to the wozld. Theſe two 
men, this woman, and theſe two childzen the nert day ſome 
thaee houres befoze night, came to Biſhops Hatfield in Hart- 
ford ſhire ſeuentten miles from London, the childzen being 
on a hoꝛſe in a papꝛe of Nanniers, the woman riding be⸗ 
twane them, as it had biene to viſite ſome of their friends, 
then they toke vp their Inne at one Dels houſe: and be · 
ing bzought to their chamber they called ©2 their Poffeſſe, 
when after ſome other parle had b e them, ther de⸗ 
maunded of her, ifſhe — in a buſine ſſe, they 
would vnfold vnto Ws __ without — 
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pawſe;replied, J as God honld indge her would ſhe, when 
right they began to-diſconer to her their whole pzorce- 
dings, ſhewed her what riches they had got, and told her 
they were willing to make her a Partaker therein, onely 
they craned her adniſe, how they ſhould diſpoſe of the chils 
dꝛen, allthis was ſpoken in the hearing ofthe Girle. To 
which Dels wife as by the ſequell appeared ſwne gaue this 
her conſent and inſtruction, that the Boy ſhould be mur⸗ 
thered, and his ſiſter haue her tongue cut out. 

This, thus reſolued vpon, they fell to dzinking, and 
who ſo merry as this diuelliſh company, all this while the 
girle ſat on the frame at the tables end, and in the meane 

time, the bop was ſtrayd downe the ſtapzes, where being 
playing vp and downe in a lower rome, this Dels wife 
hauing alabourer at wozke in her backfive to make her 
bauins, called NicholasDracon, it was his chance to come 
in to call fo2 dzinc>e; where taking note of it, dy the pactts 
nes of the behauiour it vſedſthis Voſkefto pe din by 
demaunded of her whoſe child it was, woe anſ wers dit be⸗ 
lengs to a gueſt oz two that are now above, the done 
$ labourer having dzunke his d2inffs that bee came-fo2, 
went backe to endhis buſines in the vurde, whits tho child 
(they being about in the hot of theit cups. an not tegur⸗ 
ding him) ſtrayd out into the ſtræte, whers ene Meuey 
Whelpe lay! the taildz taking notice ofim; eſpecinlix by a 
grene coate with nine skirts about the walk, the falſion 
'thon being new foꝛ childzen, hee calles the boy to him to 
take a pattern thertof, and hauing ſtizfitdhis deſire by 
noting it well and taking meaſure ot the child the tanto; 
as the labourer, goes backe to his woke; unn the bby ee/ 
—— 1. 2764 HI — 
* Bythis time night comming on, as ths M marke 

' —— to — their villantes — — 5 54 
ning ſupt with the childzen, as ir no fach pzetente/which 
\ inwardly they intended, had lurked in the voſome z det 
' wardly, bare themſeluos fajretothelittl, * 
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Chamber, the chamber haning the& beds in it, ſhe men (6- 
gether, and the women with the childzen, who in the dean 
of the night, the time createdfoz quiet reſt, the-:eafedfias 
bour, and the honeſt mans repoſe ; theſe Potneſides riſing 
from their deds, and hauing a candle ready, awaked the 
tchildꝛen made them ready, and with flattering words fold 
them, they muſt goe to their father and mother, when they 
poze hearts (as willing to ober, as they to demaund, little 
dꝛeading they were going to ſuch a ſhambles, as they had 
p2epared fozthem)canre downe with them, g at the ſtaires 
fot tod the ſonne to this Paſteſſe called George Dell (whs 
belike the mother had acquainted herein) and calling to the 
men bad them come on and doubt nothing, foz he had ſane 
the coaſt wer clere, whereupon opening-the backe doze, 
they went into the yard, where thts: Inkepers wife vſed 
to milke her Kine,' i which Tow a great @tacke of wod; 
where deltuering tue Girleto the woman and George Dell 
to — chun the boy elendung bim behind the pile, art 
7 hom gdh yn 1 
— , they kram one eare to another. 
— 2 — A the 
Dels wife and her (on the dad mas dne quot 
Dels wile, then George thon ſhalt conduct them to hattom- 
ele Pond, where foz car moꝛe ſafety; they ſhall end our 
tuuſe ot miſtruit, oz feare tobe diſcouered by thzowing him 
in. George Dell pzeſently ſtepping to the Mad / 
Kacke;t g out a god big ſtake, he withthehelpe 
of the ref hbunw/thereon the dean child with a hairen ropes 
and George Dell himſelſe taking a long Pike ſtaſte on his 
chonlder, lead them the way towards batomeleſſe Pond, 
* froHactiekd,whije the themes hun the Cake 
amthe unupet led the Girlein ber hand- 
2 zihtenes in 
eee £81, mapfight⸗ 
Jen ore aer in hee bd who(what 
what with feart) ſcnuns ta lag, ſo2 the 
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he monttrous mu n, woman) began foeggeher on 
with faireperſwafton,Come apace ſweet-heart;thy bzother 
ieee un we ure going to thy fat her and thy mother. 

Thepoze Girle encozaged with the remembꝛance of her 
Parents names, w. - lines they had extinguiſhed from 

her, as if the names of them (who firſt gave der life) could 
haue created a new motion in her, (as far as her childhood x 
feble ſtrength would giue her leauc)haſtened after, and by 
the way cald to her with theſe woꝛds. Gammer, ſhall mp 
mother make me ready tomozrow mozning,kifle me when 
IJ come from ſchole, and beare me fay my leſſon ?; The di⸗ 
neliſh Diaell anfwered{not hauing remozſe, being remems 
bzed ot the erecrable aa ſhe had done) J. when ſhe ſees the 
next, che ſhall vor all this. 

The men haſtening on befoze with p pitifull burthen ora 
murthered bzother, when ſhe the dinclliſht of all came after 
with a tender ſiſter, and by the way began to aſkeherofſe- 
nerall circumſtances: as where ſhe was bozne, who were 
her parents; md what her name was: when the child an- 
ſwering to euerie queſtion acco2ving to her remembzance 
ſo pꝛetylp, that it her leaver dad had left in her any ſparke 
of womantwoy,/'whobynaturearzkiune; flexible, and eee 
mozfeable, and not been made vp fog one to be danmed, we 
would haue pitied her.. Gef DN 

But who are created to be Murtherers, art created to be 
remoꝛſeleſle, and ſo was the, onely beguila he waꝝ with 
thefe F bther ſuch like queſtions, a9 whatGet 
whit ſheſaw'withall. and what Ge fpake; when 
the innocent Child (faſpectiefſe that ber owntongus ſhonld 
be her owne betraper)accozding (o her difcretion anſinerev 
to euerie one;dircalppointingtaher fot,hex — — 
tongue, that with choſe; and by the helpe of 
went (paket. Mhereupon this * 
ſelfe moze manCroup, bad der put Es 
might tte it (viing ot — — 
the ſat down, and told the Girle that they would 
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the laſt time the ſhould make vſe of it, doing what the bad 

her iche pzeſently caught itby the end. and with her thumbs 
wꝛeſting opt the childs taws to the wideſt ſhe could ſtretch 
them che cut it out euen by the rot: the Girlehercat begins 
ning to make her iuſt lamentation,this She-wolfe holding 
her knife to her thꝛoat, ban her peace, o2ſhe would ſit that 
as the had lit her tong; ſo that fozher painenfozc't byfeare 
(onely as the blod exceeded in her mouth the till ſpot ont 
that, the woful child was quiet, when the trumpet bad her 
hold vp her aperne,+ ſhe would gine her her tongue again, 
and loke(quoth ſhe) vou loſe it not, foz you muſt beare it to 
pour bzother. By this time. (with their conductoz George 
Dell) the men had diſcharged themſelues of their burthen by 
bottomelefle Pond,thzowing the take c Boy they bzought 
(t bound him withail) into a Cozne- field, 4 the child with 
her tongue in her aperne,andin the whozes hand had oner- 
taken the, when pꝛeſently went to ac this laſt ſtratageme 
which befoze they had agrien vpon, e thꝛew the Boy (as be 
was in hisclothes)into the pond,giuing him foz his re quiẽ 
farewel,no other funerall rites t chꝛiſtian buriall, but᷑ theſe 
woꝛds: ſinke there in ſtead ofa mother-grane, þ dead chile 
thus in the pond, the whoze (as il ſhe had felt her ſelfe ſicke) 
not being an exerciſed acoz in mo2e villany, having -foac't 
the child tobeſad (beholding firſt of her bꝛothers untimely 
murther, and now of his watry graue) not reſting here, 
made the diſtreſſed Infant take her tongue(the inſtrument 
of her ſpiech) out of her aperne, and tho iw it after her bꝛo⸗ 
ther, 6 as it was thzowne from her hand, ſhe uttered cheſe 
woꝛds, Let it goe and ſpare not, it cannot be better bettow⸗ 
ed, they are neere a kin together. 

Che murthered bꝛother thus beſtowed, i his ſiſter ſpech- 
leſſe, theſe vilaines baning contented Dels wife foz her coũ⸗ 
ſell,and ſo bountifully that where it was credibly knowne, 
the Leaſe of her Inne was (at the time of this acicn) at 
—— foz50 k. the pzeſently fetcht it home, and beſfowed a 
oo. Parkes moꝛe in building. The next moꝛning befoze 
vay they parte; pet in their parting this was reſolued vp ⸗ 

pon 


We will leaue her begging foz her lining , and urge 


Tue erdell Murther 
yon between them, thatthevumbe Girle witch ſome little 


peeceof mony ſhould be giut᷑ vntu a beggar to teauell with, 


che fddiſpoſed ot, they were certen neuer to be diſcouered. 
The next dap in Hatfield wd (ſome a miles from Hat- 
field) this determination twke effec; 4 a beggar fo2 a pæce 
of money, take the Wench pzomiuling tokepeher,as ma⸗ 
ny ſich Rogues vſe fox ons to begge withall. The childe 
receiued, and the mony papd, the theues and the whoze 
departed: when the beggar ( whether not liking the bargain 
leaſt after he ſhould pay to dere fo it, ot ſliaht care o2 ſeife- 
will, it is yet vnknowne) he loſt the child in Hatheld wod, 
where ſhoz tip after it was found in a hallow tre, and ha⸗ 
uing receiued ſome little cheriſhing ot ſome well diſpoſed 
people about the wood · ſide, from thente it ſtrapd to Barnet, 
from Barnet to London, where hapning in the dumbe man⸗ 
ner, it vſed to begge at one Paſter Allens daze a Barber- 
ſurgeon fo2 ſome releſe, the PMaiſter comming himſelfe to 
the doze. and ſeingthechilymake ſuch pitiful ſignes to the 


mouth, de toke it by'the hand and led it into his ſhop, and 


opening her mouth to know the cauſe of the grefe it com⸗ 
plapnedof, found the tongue to be tut out, and the wound 
vnheald, who (pitping themiſfoztune ofthe childe) of his 
dwne charitablediſpsſition,curedit. The mouth thus heas 
led, foz.4 peeres ſpacetogether,the Girle hath bien knowne 
mmanycountreys to beg fozher fd ſomtimes about Lon- 
don, ſometimes in Eſſex; dut moſt ſhe hath been remembzed 
(as is certenly by diuine pꝛouidence of heauen that by her 
theſe villahies ould come to light) to he reũdent in Hart- 
ford hire, he was neuer kndwn to fprak any'filtables ten 
ding to ſptech, only hoarſly ſhe tould mutter when any one 
ſpake fo her in ſtead ofanſwere Moka, moka, ſo niere her 
tongue was tut out tothe rot, that the fad any charitable 
perſons beſfowed on her, che had no tongae tohelpe her to 
alow it, but after o hadchaws it in her month ſhe was 
faine to pull out the kin ot her thaoat with her fingers, & 
gulpe it down; in this dumbe maner ſhe continued 4 peres. 


of Anthonylames, - 


her murthered bꝛother in battomeleſſe pond. | 
- This Child hauing remained ther werkes in the pond, 
on Saint Peters day in the mozning (foz at that timeof the 
pare happened this Tragedy) ſome Gentlemen and others 
(being a hunting foꝛ Mild⸗foule) hapned with their dogs 
to beat about this Pond; when one of theſe dogges hauing 
ſcented the child (as where it was roſe vp vnder the werds 
at a banke-ſide) whined and cried, and by no meanes could 
be beat oz dzabone from thence, Which eagerneſle of the 
Spaniels, w2onght a deſire in the men to know certainely 
the cauſe thereof, and with their long ſtaues turning vp 
the weeds, found there a Boy to be dzownecd,as they conte- 
cared; when carping newes thereof to the towne,the bo⸗ 
die was by the Crowner taken vp, and lapd openly fo; the 
view of all men to take knowledge of it. 
The whole Countrep neere thereabouts comming at the 
ſtrangeneſle of the repoꝛt, that a childe ſhould be murthered 
and then thꝛowne into a pond, pet none could challenge in 
him the right of a ſonne: pet the afozeſapd Henrie Whilpley, 
Nicholas Deacon, and diuers others of Hatfield, made teſt is 
fication both by apparell,and other ſignes (foz the Boy had 
a red head) that this was thechilde, who thz&e weekes be- 
foze was ſene in Dels honſe, fomany then ſignified to the 
Juſtice: Dels wife was ſent foz, foz her husband was a 
blinde man, when being demanded if ſuch a child were not 
b;onght to her houſe, (as befo2e is ſpaken)a who they were 
that baought it thether, when ſhe conſtantly denied; ſhee 
knew of no ſuch, and foz certa ine ſhe could atirme, that no 
ſuch child did lodge at her houſe, and being offered her vath, 
hereupon ſhe was as red to ſweare as reſolute to den, but 
who knowes not lying and ſwearing ate partners,; and as 
inſcenrable tompanions as a there and æ reteiner, ant (as 
Imap ſap)woꝛzne b2ethaen,' that alwaies iumpe together 
in a ſinſall ſocietie: her oath being taken ( ſæ tho iuſt iudg⸗ 
ment of God, ſhe had net power to confes that truth which 
would haue wzoughthcr outof all ſuſpition, bat vtterix 
ning that which was ſo „„ * 
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the Juffices thought it requiſite (till further pzofe could be 
had on this pꝛeſumption) to bind her ouer to giue anſwere 
af the next Aſſizes. 

When ferm aſſizes fo aſlizes, during the paſſage of foure 
yeares ſh& was compeld to appeare,nothing being farther 
found againſt her, but her owne dentall ; wherevpon the 
ficſt dema und, if cher had made but this perſwafion and 
ſatisfying anſwere,as Judge Daniell very wozthrly v2ged 
againſt her at p trpall, that k&ping an Inne, ſhe had many 
gueſts, and many chilvzen lay at her houſe, of which num; 
ber (foʒ ought ſhe knewe) that might bee one, but whs 
bꝛougt them, from whece they come, oz whether they will, 
her is not bound to take notice of. This might haue been 
ſome inſtante of her innocency, but ſo to deny a queſtion, 
the truth of which was not of fufficiency to heare her ar⸗ 
gues, a ſuſpition and miſtruſt of her ſelte, and pꝛooues her 
to be guilty. | 

But to the fozrner matter, ſhe hauing made her appea⸗ 
rance at ſo many ſeuerall aſſiſes and ſeſſions, and no in- 
ſtanceagainf her, but the fozmer, ii was thought at lent 
aſſizes laſt,ſhe ſhould haue been diſmil. the Court:bufin þ 
meane time ſuch is the iuſt indgment of God, to the plague 
of murtherers, and terroz of them that delight in bad, 
the dumbe ſhall ſpeake ere they ſhall eſcape vndiſcouered, 
Foz the dumbe ſiſter of this murthered child, foz when 
ſhe was in queſtion, led (no queſtion) foure peare vp and 
downe, from towne to towne, from country to conntry,by - 
the hand of God was at Wichaelmas laſt bzonght vnto 
Hatfield, befoze whoſe comming thither, though Dels wife 
was by the grauer iudgments held in ſome ſuſpition, yet 
was her honeft carriage ſuch fo tarnelo2s, and to all ſozts 
of people ſhre had to deale withall that generally the whole 
country acquited/her, and held her of honeſt condition; 
foz fince the time of this murther it is credibly repoꝛted, 


that betwirt that and a hundzed mile from thence, mans 


meat and hozfe meate was not fo bee had fo reaſonable as 
we! 


of lames. 
Mell the girle is to Hatfield, and hauing ben there 
two dapes ſtraying from place to place ; the third day ſhe 
happened vpon Dcl> houſe, where, whether it were by eſ⸗ 
ſpeciallnote taken befoze, but rather truely to be judged 
by the diuine inſtind of heauen, to euerpe one that tame 
by her, ſha would make ſuch pittifull anion, as would 
haue pittied any reaſenable creature to haue beheld het, as 
tearing of her haire, pointing to her thꝛoate, ſtopping of her 
mouth, poynting to the wodſtacke, ę in the motion hereok, 
ſhed teares as bitter as if her bzothers fozmer murther 
had been in pzeſent action. 

This ſtrangeneſſe noted thzough all the towne,bzed a 
wonder in the people, and the rather foz that the girle by 
no means could be dzawen from thence;at laſt the Bailiffe 
of Hatfield, taking aduiſe with ſome of his bzethzen, con- 
ſalted together, how they might trye whether the dumbe 
did this, as tending tothe reuelation of ſome concealed 
ſuit, oʒ pzouoked thereunto by ignozance,and in ſearching 
many wapes, at laſt it come in their minds, that their 
neighbozDels wife had of long bern in queſtion about a 
child. taken vp in bottomles Pond (ſome foure pere ſince) 
o2 thereabout, whereupon theo agred to queſtion the girle 
vpon what particulers, they could beſt thinke vpon to that 
purpoſe,and withall remembzing that by commannd from 
the Juſtices of the ſhire, they had reſerued the murthered 
childes cote, and purpoſed-to make tryall, if her remem⸗ 
bꝛance could take any knowledge of it. but firſt reſolned to 
tempt her memozyp,byſhewing her diuers others. 
The girle bꝛought into a parloz amongſt them, they be- 
gan firſt to aske her of her name, as, is thy name lohane, 
Alis, Agnis Frauncis, Beſſe, and tuer as they ſpake her right 
name which was Elizabech, ſh would laug hand reioyce; 
on the contrary,at the naming her wzongſecne diſcontent, 
They hauing thus a knowledge of her name, began to 

queſtion her further, if ſhe neuer had had a bzother; when 
_ neſently ſhe (as the accuſtomed befoze) fell a creping,ma- 

ing all the fozmer ſignes in the "ap ozder; then they 
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aſ hes her what clothes he vſed to go in, e ſhe fo the beſt de⸗ 
claration ſhecould, made ſignes thereof; whereupon they 
Gewed hetmany childzens Coats of ſenerall colours, and 
euer as ſhe happened vpon a greene, that ſhe wonld kiffc, 
and cry, euer thꝛowing all the reft from her, with ſo lovely 
and linely action, that they were confident the murthered 
Boy was her bꝛother; at lai they bzougbt to her the right 
coat, which after che had carneſtly taken note of, the pw2ze 
childe grewe to that vehement paſſion, as it in the ſight 
thereof, the had ſane another brother murthered, when by 
no perſwaſton, offerings, gifts, noz no courſe that could be 
taken, to part from the coate as it fo, the leſſe of a b2other, 
che would kepe it as a remembzance of him. All which 
fianifted to the Juſtices and Knightes of the Shire, the 
towne had an efpeciall charge to pzouide«-mo2e carefully 
foz her, and not to ſuffer her any longer tolye in the Ercets, 
and her bꝛothers coate was giuen to her to weare oat. 
This wonder, the onely table-talke inthe Countrep, 
though often bzought to the widdoty Dels earc, ſhe made 
flight of it, (perſwading her ſele belike) that with her ho- 
neſt repozt and to2e of wealth, the Chilve haning not a 
tongue fo vtter any thing in her repzofe to welt out ot if; 
which (nv queſtion)the hav done, notwithffanving all the 
arguments and inſtances againſt her. But fe the wonders 
full wozkes of God, an example able to make all people, 
that fo defire of riches, honoar, pꝛomotiom oz what titles 
ſoeuer would be a Purtherer 02 tonſent thereunko, to loath 
the thought thereot, euen in the creation, and content tyem⸗ 
ſelnes with their eſtate (how meane ſoeuer, ) rather than 
ſerke to riſe by indtrea meanes, knowing that a guilty cons 
ſcience Dalamander-like lines alwayes in NE bis 
dayes are dzeadfull,his nights terrible, ht he th — 
anne in himfelke, kils himſelfe, that te bat reg 

_ a companion repenting, and \ enrich e 


laying, 
Somnia bonorun metiora quam ini 
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vertuous, I am not a Bond man te my thoughts. no lane 
to my affeatons, | 

Nemo liber qui ſerit cupiditatibus. 

This Wench(as befoꝛe is repozfed)being by the dircat- 
on placed where the had reliefe;one day,fome month befoze 
Chꝛiſtmaſle laſt, going to play with the Godwifes daugh- 
ter where ſhee ſoiourned in a Parke toyning fo Hatfield 
(commonly called the Kings Parke) as they were in ſpozt 
together, a Cocke hard by them;fell a crowing, when the 
other Girle mocking the Cocke with theſe woꝛds, Cocka 
doodle dooe, Peggy hath loſt her ſhooe ,- and called to her 
Beſſe, canſt not thou doe ſo 2 When pzeſently the Girle 
in the like manner did ſo; which, dzawing the other 
child into amazement, ſhe pꝛeſentip leſt her, and ran home 
crping out as ſhe went, the dumbe Girle Beſſe can ſpeake, 
the dumbe Girle Beſle can ſpeake · The wonder cauſed all 
the towne to gather in ſlocks, e ran to met her, but the bat- 
liffe and the Contablea (moꝛ⁊ diſcrit than the ref) kept 
the Hurry from her: when ſhe anſwered them to every que- 
ſcion directly, and fozthwith began in ozder to reueale th 
fozmer Purthers, as befo2e is mentioned. eng 

Spe&dy newes was carried to all the chefe men in the 
Dhire, who dꝛinen into aſtoniſhment with the repoꝛt, and 
the miraculous accident, that a Childe without a tongue 
could ſpeake both diſcreetly and diſt inalp, to the reuealing 
of ſo monſtrous a Purther, and by the crowing of a Cocks; 
(that bird that put Peter in minde of his great ſinne in de⸗ 
nying our Sauiour and his Maiſter) was the Yerauld to 
pꝛotlaime to this child, when ſhe ſhoald ſpeak theſe things, 
that by her the wonderfull woꝛkes of God might be glozi⸗ 
fied, and the Purthers diſcouered | 

But the lines ofthe Kings Bubis dv, and thoſe which til 
then, bad ben reputed honeſt being now like to depend on 
her iuſtiſſc ation: the Juſtices were very carefull to ſiſt her 
by ſenerall examinations, to ſe if they could finds her alter 
02 trippe in any part of her ſd ner diſcourſe, as Wir 


Raph Conesbyc, Sir Hentie Butler, Paiſter Auditoz, and 
nee n Pailter 
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Mater Auditoz Curle, to the number of 14 Knights and 
graue Gentlemen of note Juſtices of peace, toke her ſeue⸗ 
rall examinations, when in the generall there could not be 
one found that differed in a ſillable; nay though ſome of 
them thzeatned her with what vengeance God would tir 
vp fo2 her in hell, and plagues here vpon earth, if the perſt- 
ſted to be a lper, and a murtherer, both which would con- 
clude in her (by the death of Dels wife and her ſonne) ifſhe 
perſeuered in this teſtimony.Dtbers in milder traine dealt 
with her, as by faireperſwaſions,golden pzomiſes,that frõ 
d tate of a beggar, where till then ſhe had liued, ſhe ſhould 
now be eralted and maintained by them in the ſame degree 
as their owne childꝛen, making them ſtand pꝛeſent obicas 
to alter her, neither of which could make her diſtant in any 
thing, but in b2tefe ſatiſfied the with this anſwere. A muſk 
not lye, I haue that within me bids me tell truth. 

Notwithltanding this, one of Sir Henrie'Butlers men(to 
make a further triall of her conſtancy herein, watching her 
ab2oad inthe ſame Parke, where firſt her loſt ſpeech was 
reneald vnto her) attired himſelfe in a vizard with hoznes, 
and (as we commonly ſay)like a Dinell, and out ofa thic- 
ket᷑ ſept befo2e her, thꝛeatned her, that in that place where 
thee firſt ſpake, he would teare her in peces fo2 belping 
George Dell and his Pother ; when the Girle though in 
common it doth appeare ſhe th: uld haue been frighte> from 
her conftancie) onely anfwered thus. God Gaffer Diuell 
doe not hurt me, J ſpeake nothing but truth, and what the 
thing within me infkructeth me to ſpeake With the won: 
der ofthis Miracle (time paſſing away) 4 people comming 
from all places to be eye and eare-witneſle thereof, the AC- 
ſizes were to be held . where atcoꝛd ing as they 
were bound George 191] e his Mother appeared,and being 
called to their trial as in ſoʒme ot law in ſuct caſes are pꝛo⸗ 
nided) they pleaded, not guiltie; when the Girle (as boldly 
in accuſing, as wonderfull in ſpeaking) gau enidence as 
gainſt them, ſaxing, that ſince God had lent her a ſpeech by 
miracle, thee would withthat inſpiren bꝛeath, STOR 


of Anthony Iames, 
law of them, « haue their blods lawfully, who ſtole awap 
her bzother. Dcls wire being pet aſked by the Judge, whe- 
ther ſuch lodged in her honſe oz no? who pet continued her 
denyall; when the afozeſayd Henric Whelpley, Nicholas 
Deacon, with ethers, were ready to auow the being there, 
befides many credible perſons of Hatfield, who in the life of 
ber husband, (being a blinde man, and liuing in great diſ- 
content together) hath often heard him ſay: thou mayf riſe 
a while, but a dap will come when thy villanies and mur- 
thers will appeare, when thy fall ſhall be low pnough. Ups 
pon this euidence( the Jury going together) they were ſoũd 
guilty.q a verdict returned: whereupon tbe Judge accoz⸗ 
ding to courſe p2oceeded in ſentence againſt them, where 
learnedly he inffructed them, that ſince God had revealed 
them Purtherers(as from the tongues of Babes and ſucks: 
lings, that a child ſpake by miracle to her diſconery, e that 
acco2dingly they were caſt by 1 2 credible men of their own 
countrep)they would pet loke into themſclues,ſeing how 
nercthey were vnto their graues, a make that moze plaine 
which pet lay ſomewhat obſcure, namely, who were parta⸗ 
kers with the in that blody action: bat nothing pꝛeuailing 
to molify their obdut at harts,bziefiythus they replied:ſince 
the law hath caſt vs, we deſire to die. Whereupon the 2 
of àuguſt being Saturday, hauing receiued their ſentence, 
they were conueped to the Goale, where being permitted to 
be together as long as they had ſtay in this wozld;by a pꝛi· 
ſoner that lay ouer them, wes heard this conference. .{Po- 
ther quoth George Dell) the law bath caſt me, and J am re- 
ſolned foꝛ death, J pzap vouſ it r ou can) reſolue the wozld, 
whether J am guilty oz no: NMho anſwered him, Sonne be 
tontẽted, take thy death patientlp, it is now to late, haue 
ſpoken what J will. The deve n ſpen ding the time he 
had to line, in pꝛiſon t᷑ pꝛaier, and unging of Pſalnes,that 
if the outward appearance may be a perfect witnes in ear⸗ 
neſt repentance, till Ponday the 4 of Auguſt, where being 
with his mother, by the Jayloz deliuered to the Sheriffe, 


bis Bother hauing by ſuit obtained, that che might ſe her 
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Donne rt ſaffet death, they were executed at the common 
place of executiau the voung man (though the Pother be⸗ 
fo:e this was beloued) the moſt lamented foz. 


The ſeuerall practiſes of Iohane Har- 


riſon, and her daughter, condemned and execu- 


ted at Hartford for Witch. craſt, the 4 of 
Auguſt laſt, 1606. 


A Aa! T the Allizes held in the beginning of Au⸗ 
YAN) aut laſt in the County of Hartford, in the 
Kings Paieſties behalfe foz Gaole deliue⸗ 
rie, there were by the verdict of the Coun⸗ 
d trey, Foure onely Dffenders found wozthy 
| to haue deſerued death, of which 2(as haue 
been ſpoken of, the Pother 4 the Bon) fo murther, and one 
Tohane Harriſon,g her daughter fo; damnable Mitch craft, 
wꝛaped time that offences ſhold come thus pꝛodigious, that 
the Of ſpꝛing bozne to be a tomfoꝛt to the Parents, ond the 
parents as much to be delighted in the Childzen, ſhould be 
canſeofone anothers tntimely death and fatalonerth2ow- 
This 1. H. dwelling at Royiton in the ſayd County of 
Hartford, ot long time hauing been ſuſpected fog witchcraft; 
now(vpon iuſt cauſe) was appꝛehended, and her houſe ac⸗ 
cozding to the true courſe of Juſtice, being ſearcht, there 
was found in a cheſt of hers; ſuch ſufficient inſtruments, 
(which ſhe after confeft were helpes to her in her p2actiſes) 
that could there haue hene no other pꝛole no2 euidence a- 
gainſt her, they only had been ſufficientto iudge her vnwoz⸗ 
thy of long life. This 9 being opened, there was firſt 
taken out by the Offig Jall the bones duc to the Anatomy 
of min t woman, and onder them haireof all colours that 
is cuſtomarily woꝛzne: in the bottome was found a parch⸗ 
ment lapt vp in a compas no bigger than a groat, but being 
open, was in bzeadth euery way 2 ſpans; in 8 midſt of this 
| | | . ._ »».' *,parchment 


of lohane Harriſon, 
parchment was coloured (in the pureſt tolouts) a heart pꝛo⸗ 
poztionable to the hart of a man and round about fitting e⸗ 
uon to the very bꝛim ofthe parchment, were coloured in ſe 
uerall colours very curieuſly diuided bꝛaunches, on which 
hung dangling things like aſhen keyes, and at the ends of 
them in ſome places figured, and others pꝛopoztioned a 
mouth, in bziefe the whole toynts and artiers of a man. 
This I. H. being vpon her examination, and finding ſuch 
apparant witnes induc againſt her of her ſeuerall fellanies 
t murthers, negleced not to confeſſe her vtmoſt ſecret ther⸗ 
in, that ſhe had power (by the helpe of that parchment, man 
t womans bones, and man and womans haire) to inſtia (by 
the helpe of her ſpirits, which ſhe tepoꝛted to haue 2 atten⸗ 
ding on her, one faz men, another foz cattell) in anp iopnt, 
ſynnow, oz place of the body, by only but pzicking the point 
ok a needle in that place of the parchmẽt, where in his oz her 
body ſhe would haue them foztured, which tozture of hers 
once begun in them, their paine ſhould continue ſo reſtlefſe, 
that a pꝛeſent death had bin moze happier, than ſo lingi ing 
a calamity; and thoſe whome ſhe intended to kill had the 
ſame in effect. Jfſhe gaue a pꝛicke in the middle ot Þ parch⸗ 
ment, where ſhe had placed the heart, which relation of her 
map certainelp be belœued by the ſenerall conſequents that 
ſhe was condemned vpon. Firſt a god countrey Yeoman 


(a neighboz of hers) t the falling at ſome woꝛds together, 


be calling her old Hagge, oꝛ ſome ſuch like name ofrep2oofc: 
Ohe made him this anſwere, J will ſap little to thee, but 
thou ſhalt fele moꝛe from me hereafter. The honeſt man 
had ſcarſe been departed from her halfe an houre, but her 
felt himſelfe, as it he had bien ſet into pour ſcotch⸗ bote, 92 
ſpanich ſtrappado, oz pour Morbus Gallicus, was nothing 
to it, ſometimes in a peſtiferous heat others, a chill cold, 
but at al times in continual aches,+ wzackingofhis limbs 
as if the Diuell had ſet him on bis Tentozs to make b2oad- 
cloth of him. In this perpleritie he continued conſuming 
himſelfe, not being able neither to goe noz ſand; noz Phi⸗ 
ſicke could helpe m, noz no meanes bes had to eaſe him. 
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When one of his neighbozs comming in neighbozly lone 
to viſſt him, he began to open his mind to him, that he per- 
ſwaded himſelfe,by ſuch a one ſhe was bewitched, and he 
was as faithfully perſwaded, that if he could but haue 2 oz 
3 god ſcratches at her face, wherby he might dzaw blood of 
her, he chould reconer p2cſently,his neighbour aduiſcd him 
by ſome wile to ſend foz her home, yet (p between them both 
held vnconnenient,foz that either ſaſpecting her ſelfe,oz fo; 
not being friends ſhe would nit come) that in the night fol⸗ 
lowing his neighboz would haue this ſicke man caried in a 
chaire,4 lodged in his houſe, and in the mozning his wife, 
(who he knew he was god friends withal) ſhould by ſome 
wile oz another dzaw her theher,wha if he of himſeli were 
not ſtrõg inough to ſcratch her,he(as he held charily) wold 
help him. This the next mozning was done acco2dingly,the 
Mitch comes, ę is well ſcratcht, vpon which within 3 02 4 
daies (as faſt as the man could recouer ſtrength) he is vp, x 
goes abzoad;whbich this A. H. perteiuing, arreſts him t by a 
triall in law foz this battry had 5 ñ damages, and her coſts 
of ſuit giuen her the man ( accoꝛding as he was condemnd) 
paid her, which no ſoner by ber receiued, but Þ honeſt man 
fell into his fozmer paſſion, languiſhing a while x died: in 
the ſame maner ſhe ſerued another, who merting her out ol 
the to wne in a lane, toke the like re-:enge vpon her, 4 reco- 
uered, Both which blowne ouer (only a littie murmurd a⸗ 
gainſt by a neighboz of hers) a pong womũ being waſhing 
clothes in an outer rowme nextþ ſtreet where in a wanſtot 
cradle her child lay a Keep; when this A. H. daughter chans 
ced to come by iuſt in the inſtant as ſhe was thꝛowing out 
alittle wzinfing water, and ly chaunce ſome ot whtch vna⸗ 
wares ſpꝛinkled vpon her, which Þ wench ſeming mwued 
at, called to her theſe woꝛds. Do pon thzow pour was 
«ter vpon me gofſip,befozeit be long Ile be reuenged foz it. 
The woman (fozry foz the offence/had done, followed her 
buſines,q thought no further of it. wit on the ſudde (while 
ſhe was ſept but into a next rowm to hag vp ſome clothes) 
the cradle wherein her child lay, was Nowe oner ſhatte- 


bo ſhion,o2 elſe turn 


of lohane Harrifon, 


red all to phces, the child vpon the face whelmed vnder it, 
q killed. Thus we ſ& the Diueil hath ſuch power on theſe 
his damnable ſeruants, that neither men no2 infants are to 
be pitied by them. Not long after ſhe had all bewitched a 
wealthy mans daughter in the towne, who hauing a god 
ſubſtantiall Peoman to her h2other, in pitie of his Siſters 
griefe,rode to Cambridge, and there acquainting a friend of 
his with his ſiſters affliction : the ſcholler told him ſhe was 
bewitched, pet in regard they two had be ne of an ancient 
friendſhip, that himſelle had ſome acquaint ance with his 
ſiſter, in ſpight ol her lucubi, her ſpirits & the diuell,q al had 
help: which accozding to pꝛomiſe he perfonned, anb by that 
time her bꝛother was returned, his ſiſter was recouered, in 
reuenge of(foz that her ſozcery was croſt, e the mayd ret ua 
to helth by her bꝛothers carefulnes)ſhe cauſed ſuch a plague 
vpon all his cattell, that they all immediatip periſht, ę con⸗ 
ſumed, not one af that great ſtoze he had being left, to be a 
rememb2ance ofthe reſt : himſelfe hoztly aſtex did theſe, 
a number moꝛe at her triall were inferd againtt, oneip one 
moze amongtt the reſt, though but a homely tale,foz that 
it made al the Bench to laugh, Ile rec d of hex, e conclude, 


; How the Witch ſetued a Fellow in an Alehouſe. 


Here was an honeſt Fellow, and as bone a compants 
on dwelling in Roytion, one that loued the pot with 
the long necke almoſt aſwell as his pzayers; fo2(quoth he) 
as J know one it medicinable foz the f2ule, J am ſure the 
other's phiſick fo2 Þ bodie. Jt was this Fuddle caps chance 
with 3 02 4 as god Palt-wozmes as himſelfe, and as ſare, 
where the beit lap was to be found, together as 4 Knaues 
in a papꝛe of cards, to be dzinking, where this Witch came 


in, a td gloting vpon them. Now this God-fellow (not 


enduring to loke vpon a bad fate, but his owne, eſpectally 
when he is Cup⸗ſhot) called aloude fo her, Doe pcu heare 
Mitch, loke tother waies, A cũnot abide a noſe of that fa - 
ur face þ w2ong fide oatward, it may 
2 fixes to blow maggots in. Stil as the 
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luz like raw lech 
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intothe pot wasfiwet — __ 
— lipgonetoke intothe lidon't, nk by ſs ſtrong, + 
would fo tick in the tu thnt althewater 5 runs by Ware 
vi Drain. At lat the witch got fo much 
mot); uoth the?) 
What (ayL. won (mot he?) Marp 3 ſay(quoth ſhe) 
thatrhon thzowlt in thy drink apace,but ſhall not find it ſo 
eaſtecomming out. Map, as fo; thecomming out(anſwerd 
the fellow) 3 thzowdit in aboue, vit chal came out beneath, 
e then thou ſhalt haue ſome of it, ir thon wilt,beconſgJ am 
in hope it will poyſon the. Then wtth this greeting away 
goes the Mitch in a chale e the fellow ſits down fo follow 
». . his dzink;but as the env ofall vzankards, is either to ming 
. oz toſlepe- D out goes this fellow, 4 dzawing his Gen- 
4 tleman againſt a pale five, finds me a top of his noſe 
| "of — — — 
12 bling, as it the Tower ot Babel had kalne about his eares: 
; eof dꝛaue his hart to an ague, ę his tongue 
| eres be cries,the Witch, the Witch, J am 
[ ne: O God, women of Royttonzhclpe, 
helpe, the —— — Jam a man ſpopld, helpe, 3 
um undene. At that woꝛd help, the Mich, in comes one 
ar his fellowes runs in haſt, & aſked him what they ſhould 
— Dh(quothhe)tothegallowes, foz Jam 
* ber N neee night 
ne ſound, ww — wort metingher 
* ner thã leſ 288 fats 
der, be al out her 
ä — nohealge — — . 
loꝛ this and the reſt, ſhe was app2chended.and the and her 
5 wezthily 
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don beare gd friend 
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